Infectious diseases detected at autopsy at an urban public hospital, 1996-2001.
Previous studies have demonstrated significant discrepancy rates between clinical and autopsy diagnoses. However, infectious diseases have not received emphasis in these studies. We conducted a study to determine whether the clinical and autopsy diagnoses of infectious diseases are concordant or discrepant and to determine discrepancy rates. Retrospective reviews of the records of 276 patients (adults, 182; fetuses and neonates, 94) who underwent autopsy during the years 1996 through 2001 were performed. Comparison of clinical and autopsy diagnoses was performed using the Goldman classification scheme. Of 182 adult patients, 137 (75.3%) had an infectious disease at autopsy. In 59 (43.1%) of 137 patients, the infectious disease diagnoses were unknown clinically. Of 94 fetuses and neonates, 45 (48%) had an infectious disease at autopsy. In 26 (58%) of 45 patients, the infectious disease diagnoses were unknown before death. There are substantial discrepancies between clinical and autopsy diagnoses of infectious diseases. In adults, acute bronchopneumonia is the infectious disease most often missed clinically; in fetuses and neonates, it is acute chorioamnionitis.